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THE 


HE Staines © te a 1 was > firſt 


_ was afterward preached in one of the largeſt Pariſh 
Churches in London, to an Auditory fo much crou- 


ded, that one Nobleman was obliged toftand all the 


Time; and two others returned hack, becauſe they 


could not get within Hearing, tho” Mr. Baxter's 
Voice was remarkably loud and dear; and tho” he 
| himſelf had ſentthe Day before to deſire Room might 
be provided for his Noble Friend: Even the Iucim- 


Sent of the Pariſh had no other Place left for him, 


but to ſit in the Pulpit behind the Preacher. Fo this 


laſt Circumſtance Mr. Baxter reſers, in an Elegy 


which he wrote on the Death of that Reverend Bro- 
ther, inſerted amongſt his Poetica! ** where- 


in he ſays, 
Al once one Pulpit beld us both.” 
Here Indifference in Religion is traced up to its 


real Sources; its deſtructive Nature and Tendency 


faithfully repreſented ; the beſt Remedies are applied, 
in Order, by a divine Blefling, to check its almoſt 


univerſal Prevalence. With what Propriety and Se- 
riouſneſs does the Author's TY my”: — It is the 


A 2 . fighting 


preached in the Pariff Church at Kiddirmin- 
Ari in wy Courſe of the Author's ſtated Miniſtry. It 
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iv. _ Pe R E F A 0 E. 
. ſighting T4 Chriſt and Salvation, that undoet the 
5 « World. O hap Man, Reader, if you eſcape but 
4 %% Sin / Thou - ſplit. their Souls on the Rock, 
© upon which they ſhould.be built. Look among Rich 
e and Porr, High and Low; Young and Old, and ſee 
te whether it appears not, by the whole Tendency of their 
1 Converſation, that they value Jes ng elſe more than 
« Chriſt, - Notwighftanding the Proclamations of his 
„Grace in the Goſpel, and the 'common_Profeſſun of 
of being his Diſciples, ard of "believing the glorious 
78 Things he has promiſed in another World., does it 
not appear, by. Deceitfulneſs i in his Service, by beam- 
leſt Endeavours. to obtain his Kingdom, and by buſy 
and delightful Purſuits. of the preſent: World, that 
be Generality of ſuch as are called Chriſtians, are 
0 really AY LES of Chriſt ? And if fo, what Mon- 
der if they periſh by their . Will you but 
. © ſeriouſly read, and well conſider as.you read, till your 
. * Heart be ſenſible what a Sin it i to ak lieht of 
* Chrift and your otun Salvation, and till the Lord that 
'. *. bought you, be advanced in the Eſteem and Aﬀettions 
"03 of your Soul; this will fulfill my Deſires.” —And this 
will indeed fulfill the | + ic of thoſe who firſt re- 
 queſted this Abridgment, and alſo, of its Compiler. 
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| What. it is to make light N Grit. 1 
Kew HE bleſſed Son of God, who PETR it : 


® 1 not enough to die for the World, but 6 
3, would himſelf alſo be the Preacher of 

Kel # ee Grace and Salvation, ' comprizes the 
Subſtance of his Goſpel in the Parable to which 

the Text belongs. By the King, that is here ſaid 
to make the Marriage, is meant God the Father, 
who. ſent his Son into the World, to cleanſe Men 
from their Sins, and eſpouſe them to himſelf, By - 
the King's Sen, for whom the Marriage is made, . 
| Is meant the Lord Jeſus Chrift, the eternal Son of 


4 3 85 | God, 


Fe Et 5 A 


3 
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: 6 . IN What it is'to mall | Ch. 1; 
God, who took to his Godhead the Nature of Man, 
that he might be capable ef being their Redeemer 
when they had oft themſelyes in Sin. By the Mar. 


lige is meant the uniting of Chrift to the Souls of 
Sinners, When he gives up himſelf to them to be 
their Saviour, and they give up themſelves to him, 


as his redeemed, to be ſaved and ruled by-him. 
Ihe Perfection of this Marriage will be at the Day 


ef Judgment, when the Union between Chriſt and 
his whole Church ſhall be publickly folemnized. 


_ The Word here tranſlated Marriage, rather fignifys 


the Marriage-Feaft, and intimates, that all Men 


rere inyited by the Goſpel to come in and partake of 
Cbriſt and Salvation, even all the peculiar Bleffings 
of Chriſt's Diſciples. The Invitation is from the 

 biefſed God. The Servants that invite, are the 


Preachers of the Goſpel, who are ſent by God for 


that Purpoſe. The Preparation for the Feaſt, is the 
| Sacrifice of Jeſus Chriſt, and the opening a Way for 
Sinners to return to God. Second Meſſengers are ſaid 
to be ſent, becauſe God takes not the firſt Denial, 
but exerciſes his Patience till Sinners are obſtinate. 
The firſt Perſons invited, are the Jews. But on 
their obſtinate Refuſal, and being ſentenced to Pu- 
niſhment, the Gentiles are invited, and graciouſſy 


prevailed with to come in. The Number of thoſe 


that come in, is ſo great, that the Houſe is filled with 
Sur. Many come ſincerely, regarding not only 
the Pleaſure of the Feaſt, but the Honour of the 


Marriage; not only ſeeking the Pardon of Sin, and 


Deliverance from divine Wrath, but engaging them- 
ſelves to Chriſt in all holy Obedience. Some come 


in only for the Feaſt, without baving the Wedd 


Garment; they only aim at Self, and not 3 1 
ing, and ferving their Redeemer. Theſe laſt are 


| ſentenced 


l cer ” 


ſentenced to everlaſting Miſery,” and ſpeed as ill as 
thoſe that refuſed to come in at all; for a Faith that 
eo _ re: is — rheekoyg : 
t at expect to be oned and ſaved ſuch 2 
Faith, are miſtaken. © WY 125 F 
The Words of the Text deſeribe the pad Enters | 
tainment which the Goſpel finds with many to whom 
it is ſent, even after « ff and ſecun Thvitation. 
They make ligbt of it, and are taken up With other 


Things: The the Fat wers the fk hap werethus = 
guilty, yet too many among us Gritiles folloys tem 


to this jt The Text in Effect FIGS, that 
* notwithſtanding all the wonderful Lobe und Mer- 

«cy God-has manifeſted in giving his Son to be the 
« Rvlocnier of the World, and his Son in giving 
„ himſelf, and in being a fofficitrit Sacrifice for Sin; 
1 notwithſtanding alt Ontiſ's 


« ſed, and all his free Offers, and frequent, and ear- 
©/ neſt lavitations to Sinners; yet-mar may light of, 
© and deſpiſe all this, and p refer their wotldly Eh- 


* joyments before it.” Not that all do ſo, or hey) : 


they all continue to do fo, who were once guil 
it. God has his Choſen, whom he wi Eel fo 
ame in. But till the 8 pirit of Grace overcome the 


Obſtinacy of Men's Hane, they hear the 5 a 


4 Tale'that is told, and the great Fn 1 contained 
it, are diſregarded. Move diſtinctly 


it is io male light of Chrift; and ( Chaß 


is malle fo light of : Then (Chap. * 5 be 2 15 ; 


| forne-Confiderations to awaken thoſe that 
Obi; and alſo (Chap. 4 - other” C bots ut 
eee To which wil 1 2 5% Di. 
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perſonal Excellencies, N 
„ and the full as Kyo Gal ation he — purcha- 
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bet enn Hearersmake:light of; ;jncludy 5 
im it, Chriſt bine imſelh and the Bleſſings which he beſtrrus. 
Concerning Chriſt himſelf, the Goſpel: deelares his 
Pe: ſom and R great Things he has done 
and ſuffered for Men, his redeeming us from the 
0 'rath of Gad by his Blood, and purchaſing a Grant 
of Salvation for us. The ſame Goſpel makes an Offer 
1 ok 9 15 to — 925 ane 3 bim « on 


OY 


7 1 * the Wrath of G04. — a . Wey 


of obtaining Pardon for all the Sins they ſhall com- 
mit hereafter, provided they obey ſincerely, and turn 
got again to the Rebellion of their unregenerate 
State. They ſhall have the Hol Spirit to be their 
Guide and SanQiker, to dwell in their Souls, to help 
) them. againſt. their ſpiritual Enemies, and conform 
them more and more to a divine Likeneſs, to heal 
their ſpiritual Diſeaſes, and bring them back to God. 
They ſhall; alſo have a right to eyverlaſting Glory, 
when this Life. i8. ended, and their Bodies ſhall be 
raiſed up to partake of it at the great Day. Beſides 
theſes the ſhall have many. excellent Priviledges and. 
8 Means, ; zundant Preſervation and Proviſion in their 
May, and the Foretaſte of their future Joy. All 
theſe Bleflings ; the Goſpel offers to them that will ac- 
cept of Chriſt on his, reaſonable Terms. For. this | 
is the Record, that that God hath /" vb 10 us eternal Life-; 
and this Pg beth bus Son. He that hath the Son, þ $4 | 
and be that e is e of Ges Hoh not 
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ain 


4 - The din ef making ig bt Og nd Sons ap- 


pears in the following Inſtances. 


1. When Men take no great Heed to what ihe 
Goſpel declares, as if it was — a certain Trutk, or 
elſe was a Matter that little "only them, or as 15 47 


God had not written it for['them. = 5 
2. When the Goſpel does not affect Men, or 50 


to their Hearts; but tho' they ſeem to attend to what 
is faid, yet they are not awakened by it from their 


Security, nor doth it in any Meaſure excite ſuch holy 


Emotions in their Souls, as Things of ſuch everlaf- 
ting Conſequence ought to do. We tell Men what 


Chriſt bath done and ſuffered for their Souls, and it 
ſcarce moves them. We tell them of keen and cut- 


ting Truths, but Nothing will pierce them. We can O | 
make them hear, but cannot make them feel. Our 
Words flop in the Porch of their Ears and Fancies, 


but enter not into their inward Parts. It is as if we 


ſpake to Men that have not Hearts. Hearing ye hall 
| hear, and ſhall mat undirſland ; and ſeeing ye hall fee, 


and ſhall net perceive. For the Heart of this People is 


waxed groſs, and their. Ears'are dull of bearing, and 
their Eyes have they tlaſed ; leſi they ſhould fee with their 

Eyes, and bear with their Ears, and underſtand with 
their Heart, and ens be converted, and 2 A 9955 


baal them 1 95 


Men gute li ght of Chtiſt, ads they ive no 
high Eſteem for bim and Salvation by him, but what- 
ſoever they may ſay with their Tongues, or may 
ſpeculatively believe, yet in their ſerious and practical 


Thougbts they have a higher Eſteem for the Things 
of this World, than they have for Chriſt and the 


Salvation he. hath purchaſed, It is deſpiſing Chriſt, 

to account his Doctrine but 2  Dueſtion of Mord. at 

n like- 2 3 or a Sufenſtition of one Jens, 
5 5 . uobich 
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zo | What it u e Crit. ch. 1. 


which tour hd, ubm Paul affirmed te N ub, Tike 
Feſus; or to ask the Preachers of the Goſpe), as the 


lchenians did, What will this Babler fay ? 
4. Men make light of Chriſt, when being in- 


| formed of ne Tracks. f ide Ge va while 
Oy Chriſt and his Bleffings/ may be had, how 


it is the Wil bf God they ſhould believe and 
accept the Offer, and how he commands them to do 


it upon Pain of Damnition; and yet they will not 
confent, unleſs they could have Chrift on Terms of 
their own. They will not part with their Portion 


in this World, nor lay don theit Pleaſures; Profits, 


and Honours at the Fectef Jeſus, to be content to 
take only ſo much of them back, as is conſiſtent with 
his Will and Intereſt, but think it a hard faying, to. 


be reſolved: to forfike all for. Chriſt. Tis a 


5 1 rs of Chriſt and everlaſting g Life, When Men 


ight have their Part in him, if 3 would; but they 
not, unleſs they may keep the World too, and 


* dre to pleaſe their Fleth, Whatever be the 
z Wan, 


3. It is * N a making z light & Chriſt 1 Saat 


on, when Men will ee fair, and profes their 
Willingneſs to have Chriſt upon his own Terms, 
and to forſake all for him; but they nevertheleſs 


cleave to the World, and to their ſinful Courſes, 


FH, nor will ſuffer their Practice to be changed by all 
that Chriſt hath done or faid;— This is OT "ol _w 


0 322 ve Ma and nn, 


; ; wi 
4 : 
P a x £ s 
. 
5 FIT oi q . 4 1 # 
- 7 4 * — * J 
; 1 * as R © £4.54 % 
54 $ 4 > wo" 3 3 
2 yung * : 
F . ” K 
x on SI, YL n 
1 > 3 3 : 4 
+ 8 2 
4 
» 


„ 
1 : 4 > 7-4 5 " 


, 


en A 7 . 5 
Why Grip is made fo be 
C mY may ſeem A Wonder that ever - Men, 5 3-4 have 
the Uſe of their Reaſon, ſhould be ſo fopliſh as 
to make light of Things, of infinite Importance, But 


the Cauſes are ſuch as theſe . 


1. Some Men e not the Meaning of - 
Hardi in which the Goſpel is expreſſed; and how 
can they value what they do not underſtand? Tho 
we ſpeak to them as plainly as we can, yet they 
have ſo eſtranged er from God, and the 
COngerns of their Souls, that they know. not what 
we ſay. It is with them as if God in juſt Judg- 
e had ſaid, With.  flammering Lips: ad e 
Lauer will 7 ſpeak to this People. 
2. Some underſtand the Words we ſpeak, but not. 
| the Matter, becauſe they ate carnal. For the eu 
Man recgiueth not the Things of the Spirit ef Gad, for 
they are Paal, /oneſs unto him; neither can lie ᷑noto them, 
l becauſe t y rare, {piritually. diſcerned.,. The Thing s of. 
the Spirit are not well known by bare x mag but. 
by:afpiritual 3 Taſte, which, none have but thoſe, that 
gte 1 f 70 * the Spirit which, is of God, that, we might 
e the Thi er s that are freely given to 'us of God. 
iS 3 
theſe ſpiritual and heavenly Things, and therefore 
ſet light by them. Tell them of everlaſting Glory, 


and pd heat you, as . 8 n them to 
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. Chriſt,” and" 


| TURE that are believed,” wN 
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1 a Lee s js kind 8 '©h, 2 
* play with the Sun. The Affairs of an6ther | 5 


orld. are gut of theiꝶ Element, and. therefore they 
have. no more Deſig b in them, than a Fiſh would 
have in the vleafanteſt Meadow, or a Swine in a 
Jewel. They that $54.4 the Spiri may mind the 
1 1 but # 6355 that a ter the Figh, F, 


4. The chief Cauſe of dighting "Chit adBalva- , 
tion, is a ſecret Nock of 1 2 5 Whatſpever Men 
ma\ pretend; they do not really believe the Word of 


21 God: They are taug ght in general to ſay, the Goſpel 
is true; bigs they 7 * I 


W the Evidence of its 
Truth, fo as to, x firmly per fuaded of i it; nor have 


they got their Souls Keie on the" Infalnibiſty of 
G04. Teſtimony”; nor Have the odere the 


Truth of the particular , Do&rines revealed in Scrip- 
ture. O Sminiers; did ybu but really believe the Gol- 


pel- : Account” of the Evil of Sin, of your Need of 
vat he hath done for you, and . 
yeu maſt be, and do; if ever you ate ſaved by him * 


and w rat Will hedoaie of * for ever, if you femtaln | 


in Diſobedience; 1 date ſay this would cure the Con- 
tempt of Chriſt, and — would not make ſo light of 
your own Salvarion't But Men do not believe, 
while they ſay fo," and even while they themſelves 


think ſo. Wert il in them an ci Heart of Unbrlief, 


which makes them depart from the living Ged. Tell 


any Man be ſhall have à Gift of ten Phoufand' 
Peuni, if he will but go ſome Miles for it; if he 
believes you, be will go; if he believes not, he will 
not go. And if he will not go, ſuppoſing he is able, 
: you may be fare he does not believe. Fknow 2 lig * = 
Belief may conſiſt with a wicked Life ; but a fincsre | 


Belief is inconſiſtent with ſo XX Neglect of the | 


* * 


Do FAY > $6 Chriſt 
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: Qkrift and Saesttek ure 15505 ts hit of, e | 


| 2 Mets Har dreſs of Heart. The Heart is naturally 


Face, and reſiſting the Spirit of Grace. Hence it is. 


| cure them of the Stone in the Heart, no, Wonder if” 
_ they feel not what they know, nor regard what. 


Preachers fay, but make light of all. Tis hard 


pfreaching a done into Tears, or making a Rock to 
tremble. When Men's Hearts are like the High- 


way, that is trodden to Hardneſs; ; or like the Clay, 


that is hardened in the Fi ire ; ; ben 0 Meccies can 


melt them to Repentance "when, they, haue Conſei- 
ences © ſeared with a hat al then it is no Wonder 


if they be paſt Peeling, and work all Uncleanneſs with 


F Greedineſs, ſo as to make light of Chriſt and everlaſ-' # 
ting Glory. O that this were not the Caſe of too 
many of our Hearers! Had we but living Souls fo. 


ſpeak to, they would hear, and feel, and not make 


light of what wWe. wy. I know they are, naturally a- 


live, hut they are 400 in Tre Tha e, and Sing. Were 
thete but one Spark of the Life of Grace in them, 


the Doctrine of Salvation by Jeſus Chriſt would ap- 


pear to them to be the weightieſt Buſineſs in, the 
Wofld. O how confident ſhould I be to, prevail 


with Men; to mind the Concerns. of Eternity more 


than Time, if they :thad but Life, and Senſe, and 


Reaſon?! How A Noradle is the Condition of their 
Souls, Who afe füllen under this fearful Judgment " 
ſpfritua Deadneſs, and Blindneß, and N of 
50 5 Heart! | 1 0997 a 15 
6. Multitudes ile light of Chriſt and Salvati- 1 
on, | becaiiſe they are 10519 ſenſual, The Concerns E 
of: another World are out of ht, and ſo far from =. 
their 


KY; M 142 2 PI 


* 
5 2 5 
-» — * ” wo? 0 x 
Wr * tf $ 8 g 
* > <4 , * 5 2 "Y 
DN, Oats 2 * 1 8 c : 
een. oh A. 
oo. 8 | a 
2 


hard; and grows harder by Cuſtom in Lin, ef ecially . 
y long Abuſe of Mercy, Neglect of che leans df 


# at Men are turned into fuch Stones. And till God 1 
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| their Senſi that then cn cannot HP them; e- 
ſent Things s are in their Eyes, and in 24 but ee 
1 mult be a living Faith to prevail over Senſe, 
before unſeen Things Seal be duly: regarded. . Senſe 
Works with great Advantage, and therefore power - 
fully oppoſes, F aich, where Faith itſelf. is found ; and 
no Wonder if it «Ys all before it, * there is 
no true and lively Faith 93 1 it, and 7 lead the 
Soul to higher. Things. They, in the Text, Who 
made light of Chriſt and "A went tha: Ways, 
as it is added, one to his Farm, another to his Merchan-. 
diſe. Men bave Houſes and Lands to look after, 
fe and Children, Body and outward, Eſtate, and, 
therefore they 1 7 5 par: the: have a God, 2 Re- 
| deemer, à Soul to. mind. Theſe worldly. Thi — 
they fee; but they ſee not. God, nor. Chriſt, nor 
THEY. their Souls, nor. everlaſting Glory y. | Theſe. Things ; 
are near at Hand, and . worde naturally and 
fo xcibly.z but the other ate thought to be a gieat 
Way off, and therefore too diſtant to work on cheir 
| AﬀeRtions.. [Their Bodies have Life. and Senſe, and 
therefore if they want Meat, or Drink, or e | 
wall. feel their Wants, and make them known, -and 
never reſt till they are ſupplied. Men cannot make 
light of their bodily Neceſſities; but theit Souls be - 
ing ſpiritually dead, are inſenſible of their Wants, 
and will therefore be as quiet, when ſtarving and 
languiſhing to Deſtruction, as if all were well and 
i alled them. Thus poor People are ſo at- 
Cams to their bodily Wants, as if they had Nothing 
- elſe to mind; having their Trades and Callings to 
follow, and ſo much to do from Morning to Night, 
they can find no Tyme for Chriſt and Salvation. 
| Jeſus would teach them, but they bave no Leiſure | 
"0 hear him. The Bible 15: 3 them, but they, 
Cannot 


& ie 


— 


cannot ſpare Time to read it. A Miniſter is in the 
Town wich them, but they cannot go to ask him, 
What muſt we do to be Javed? And when they do 


hear, their Hearts are ſo full of the World, they 
cannot mind what they hear, nor is there any Room 


to pour into them the Waters of Life. The Cures of 
the Morid choke the Ward, and it becom#th unfruitful, 
No Man cun ferve tw Maſters, God and Mammon. 
If any Man love the World, the Love of the Father is 


nat in him. Men will ſet light by Chriſt and Salva - 
tion, while they ſo highly value any Thing upon 
Earth. This is the Ruin of many Thouſand Souls“ 
It would grieve the Heart of any ſerious Chriſtian, 
to ſee how eagerly this vain World is every where, 
followed, and the World to came neglected. Io 
compare the Care Men take for the World, with 
the Care of their Souls; and the Time they ſpend a- 
bout the World, with the Time they employ for 
their Salvation. To fee how the World fills their 
Mouths, their Hands, their Houſes, their Hearts, 
while Chriſt hath little more than a bare Title of 


Reſpect. To come into their Company, and hear 
no Diſcourſe but of the World. To come into their 


Houſes, and hear and ſee Nothing but for the World, 


as if this World would laſt for ever, or would pur- 
chaſe them another. If I ask the Miniſters of the 


Goſpel how their Labours ſucceed ? They tell me, 


People continue ſtill the ſame, and give up them + 
„ ſelves Wholly to the World, ſo that they mind not 


« what we ſay to them, nor will give a full Enter- 


e tainment to the Word: and all becauſe of the 
„ deluding World.” And O that too many Mini- 


ſters themſelves did not make light of that Chriſt 


whom they preach, thro' being drawn away by the 
Love of this World! Ia a Word, Men of a _ 
| MN? $7, | OI l | | | | y 
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* Diſpaktisn Judge of Things according 16 worlds - 
I Advantages.” Thus Chriſt ir deſpiſed and rejefted = 
of Men, tbey hide as it were their Faces from him, and 
 efteem bim not, they isfee no Form, non N nor 
Beauty, that they foould aefire him 8 
Luconſideration is another Cauſe why. — 
| make light of Chriſt. They do not ſoberly attend 
to the Cruth and Importance of Soul- Concerns. 

They ſuffer not their Minds to dwell ſo long upon 
them, till they procure a due Eſteem, and deeply af- 

ect their Hearts. If theſe Things are aſſented to, 

but not cloſely conſidered, how ſhould they have 
* their proper Influence 7: While Men have Reaſon 
given them to think and conſider of the Things 
chat moſt concern them, and yet they will not ſee 
it, this occaſions their making light of ſuch * 
83 anch treating them with Contempt. 

2 Chriſt and Salvation are made light of; becauſe 
Men remain inſenſible of their Sin and Miſery. Their - 
Eyes were never opened to ſee themſelves as the 
I nor their Hearts truly: humbled in the Senſe of 

. their 6wn Wretchedneſs. If this were done, they would 

ſoon be brought to value a Saviour. A Heart broken 

' or Sin oan no mote make light of Chriſt and Salva- 

tion, than a hungry Man of his Food, or a ſickx 

Man of his Pnyncian. When Sin and Guilt are 

groaned under, as an intolerable Burthen, then No- 

thing will ſerve the Turn but Chriſt. Till Men 
ate deeply humbled; they can part with Chriſt and 
Salvation for a Luſt, for a little worldly Gain, for 
0 that which is leſs than Nothing. But when 
GSGSod hath inlightened their Conſciences, and broken 
their. Hearts, then they would give a World for 
Cftriſt; then they count all Things hut Loſs for the 
3 Bale of the RO of Cir Jeſu their. Wiea 
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When they are once pricted in their Hari: for weir 


Sin and Miſery, then they cry out, Men and Bre- 
tren, *what! ſhall we. do? When they are awakened - 
by the Word or Providence of God: then they will 


ask with the Jailor, Sirs, what 541 tue do to be ſa- 


ved? Thus God will bring Men low by Humili ia 
fp before he bring them to Salvation 


ba 


Men take occaſion to make light of Chrift, 4 


becauſe the; HY is grown common to them; They FS 
hear of it every Day, and the Frequency dulls their 


Affections. Were it a Rarity, it might be more 


regarded; but now: the plead, „We have theſe 
3 Things every Day.“ They make not light of 


their Meat and Drink, their Health or Life, becauſe 
they poſſeſs rbem every Day. 3 make not light of 
the Sun, becauſe it mines every Day; at leaſt they 


ſnould not, for the Mercy is the greater by its Con- 


8 ſtancy. Yet Chriſt and Salvation are made light 


of, becauſe they hear of them ofteh? Pkafls are 2 


ttod in the Dirt, where they are common. The 
heavenly Manna is counted dry. The full Soul lrath-" 


eth an Honey-Comb, but 1 the hungry Soul Twery: 


bitter Thing 2 is ſweet. Once more, * 
10. Chriſt i is made light of, either wut keg 


think be is theirs -already, or becauſe be may." eaſily. 
be theirs at any, Time.” It is true, that Grace is free, 


and the Offer is univerſal, where: eyer the Goſpel is 
preached, And it is true, that Men may have 
Chriſt whenever they ate willing to comply with his 


Terms. But if you are not willing now, how can 
you think you ſhall' be willing hereafter ? If you can 


make your own Heart willing, why not do it imme 


diately? Can you do it better, When Sin hath more 
hardened it, and God may have given you over to 
yourſelf? O Sinners, you might do much, tho? you 


ME not able of e to come in; if you would 


but 


— — 
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but now ſubje& yourſelves to the Working: of the 
Spirit, and ſet in while the Gales of Grace continue! 
Did you know what a hard Thing it is to be ſo much 
28 willing to have Chriſt and Grace, wien the 
Heart is given up to its on corrupt Bias, aud the 

Spirit hath withdrawn its former Influences, you 
would not be ſo confident of your own Strength to 

believe and repent, nor would you from ſuch fooliſh 
Confidence continue to make light of Chriſt. If in- 
deed it be ſo eaſy a Matter, as you imagine, ſor a 
Sinner to believe and repent at any Lime, how 
comes it to paſs that it is done by ſo few, while 


Miultitudes periſh in their Impenitence, amidſt all 


deſireable Helps and Means? It muſt be allbwed that 


1 _ the Thing is very reaſonable and eaſy in itſelf to a 


dead, the Things are ſcarcely poſſible to him, which 
are ever ſo eafy to others. To gracious Souls, it is 
the eaſieſt and ſweeteſt Life in the World, to live in 
the Love of God, and the Thoughts of that Life to 
come, where all their Hope and Happineſs lieth. But 
it is as eaſy to remove Mountains, as to bring car- 
nal Hearts to this. Theſe Men however condemn 
theimnſelves; for if they think it fo eaſy a Matter to 
repent, and believe, and ſo have Chriſt and Sal- 
vation, they have then the leſs Excuſe for neglec- 


ting what they thought ſo eaſy. O miſerable im- 


penitent Souls! What think you to reply, when 
God ſhall ask you), Why did you not repent, and 
Jjove your Redeemer above the World, when you 
_ &. imagined you could eaſily do it at any Time? 
Are ſuch as theſe the Cauſes why Mutcitudes make 
ght of Chriſt and Salvation? How great then is 


a the Folly, and how contemptible are the J udgments 
of all carnal Men, and how little need have we to 


* 
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be diſcouraged by their Sneers or Inſults] That 


Man muſt be fooliſh or mad, that knows no Dif- 


Height of Folly and Madneſs, to ſet light by Chr 
and Salvation, and be daily tiling for the 1 of - 
this World. And yet how. lamentably. prone are 


ference between Dirt and Gold. And it is 1 


* 


2 many weak Perſons to be aſhamed of Godlineſs, if 
ſuch Fools or Madmen do but deride them for it; 


and to think Aue of a holy Life, if ſuch as theſe 


do but rail at it! n the contrary, if you p rceive 
any ſetting light by Chriſt and Salvation, let their 


Wiſdom and Words be light in your Eſteem, and 


hear their Reproaches of a holy Life with the tender 
Compaſſion with which you would hear the Ravings 


Are the beſt Miniſters of the Goſpel deſpifed, and 


do they complain of the ill Succeſs of their Labours? 


Wonder not, ſince the Miniſtry of Apoſtles ſuccee · 
ded no better, tho' they had Miracles to ſecond their 
Doctrines. If any Preachers could have ſhaken and 
torn in Pieces the Hearts of Sinners, they could have 
done it. If any could have made all cry out, as 
ſome did, M bat ſhall we do? it would have been 

Apoſtles. It is not therefore for Want of good 


Preachers, that Men make light of Chriſt and Sal- 


vation. The firſt News of Pardon for Sin, and the 


23 Hope of Glory, and the Danger of everlaſting Mi- q, 


ſery, would turn the Hearts of Men within them, if 
they were as tractable in ſpiritual Matters, as in tem- 


poral. But, alas lit is far otherwiſe, Let it not ſeem 
ſtrange to Miniſters, nor let them be too much diſ- 
couraged by it, if, when they have faid all that they 


can deſire in Order to win the Hearts of Men to 
Chriſt, the greateſt Part ſtill light him, and tho? 


© they bow the Knee to him, and honour him with their 
AE 4 „ Lips, 5 
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2 ver. 'baſely prefer every worldly and Saat 


Pleafure or Profit before him. While it it tus 
with many, bleſſed be God, it is hot thus with all. 
But before we; that are Miniſters; enquire SY 


tis great condemning” Sin amongſt our Hearers, 
we ſhould take Care that we be not guilty of 


it ourſelves. God forbid, that having undertaken 


tlie ſacred Office of revealing the Excellencies of 
Chriſt to the World, we ſhould make light of him 
_ ourſelves, and tight that Salvation which we daily 
pfeach. Fhe Lord knows we ate all of us ſo defec- 


tive in our Eſteem for Chriſt, and do our great 


Work ſo negligently, that we have. Reaſon to de a- 
| ſhamed of our beſt Sermons; but ſhould this Sin pre- 


vail in us, we are of all Men moſt miſerable. I love 


not Cenſoriouſneſs, Bretbren; yet I dare not be- 

friend ſo vile a Sin in myſelf,” or others, under Pre- 

| tence of avoiding it; eſpecially when there is ſo 
great a Neceſſity firſt to heal it in us, who make it 

our Buſineſs to heal it in others. O that there were 
no Cauſe to complain that Chriſt is made light of 


by thoſe that preach him Are not Studies neglec- 
ted ?—Are not Miniftrations lifeleſs and forma} ?— 


How little is done out of the Pulpit, for reproving | 
| Sin, and faving Men's Souls ?—Is there .not'a per- 


petual Neglect of thoſe Things in which the Intereſt 
of Chriſt conſiſts; even the healing. reforming,” and 
enlarging his Charches — Are not many made 


Preachers before they are Chriſtians, and therefore, 
by their own covetous and worldly Lives, loſe the 
moſt precious Advantages for doing good to Souls? If 
ſuch! Miniſters believe the Scriptures which they 


preach, methinks their Redying "RY r ot en 
all chem with Peme 
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LET HE Office: God hath! called me ant; is; by. =, 
declaring the Glory of his Grace, to help un- 
"a Chriſt to the ſaving of Men's Souls. I hope, my 
dear Readers, you think Iam now engaged on no 
other Errand. The Lord knows I had not ſet Pen — 1 


to Paper, but in Hope to ſucceed in this Work Oy: 1 
for your Souls. I have conſidered, and often con- 


ſidered why ſo many Thouſands ſhould periu, 

When God hath done ſo much for their Salvation; 3 1 
and I find that which is mentioned in my Text, is 
the Cauſe. It is one of the Wonders of the World, 3 


that when God bath ſo loved the World as to giue bis 
Son, and Chriſt /hath made a Satisfaction by his 
Death ſufficient for all, and offereth the Benefits of 
it ſo freely to all, even without, Maney, and without 
Price, that neverthelefs moſt. of the World: ſhould 
periſh ; yea, moſt of thoſe that are thus called by his 
Word. Here is the Reaſon; when Chriſt 'hath 
done all this, Men, make light of i it. God hath ſhew- 
ed that be is not unwilling, and Chriſt hath ſhewed 
that he is not unwilling,” that Men ſhould be re- 
| ſtored to divine Favour, and be ſaved; but Men are 
themſelves actually unwilling. God hath'no Phaſure 
in the Death of the Wicked, but that the Wicked turn 
from his May and live. But Men take ſuch Plea- 
Fol in ing that they will die before they will turn. 
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Why Chrift is nals "Tight of. Oh. 2. 
2 yet baſely prefer every "worldly: and carnal 
Pleaſure or Profit before Kink: - While it it thus | 
with many, bleſſed be God, it is not thus with all. 
But before we; that are Miniſters, enquire after 
this great condemning Sin amongſt” our Hearers, 
we ſhould take Care that we be not guilty of 
| it ourſelves. God forbid,* that having undertaken 
the © ſacred Office of revealing the Excellencies of 
Chriſt to the World, we ſhould make light of him 
| ourſelves, and light that Salvation which we daily 
preach, ' Fhe Lord knows we ate all of us ſo defec- 
tive in our Eſteem for Chriſt, and do our great 
Work ſo negligently, that we have Reaſon to de a- 
— ſhamed of our beſt Sermons; but ſhould this Sin pre- 
vail in us, we are of all Men moſt miſerable. I love 
not Cenſoriouſneſs, Brethren, yet I dare not be- 
| friend ſo vile a Sin in myſelf,” or others, under Pre- 
; | tence of avoiding it; eſpecially when there is ſo 
| great a Neceffity firft to heal it in us, who make it 
our Buſineſs to heal it in others. O that there were 
C| - no Cauſe to complain that Chriſt is made light of 
by thoſe that preach him !—Are not Studies neglec- 
| ted ?=Are not Miniftrations lifeleſs and formal ?— 
Ho little is done out of che Pulpit, for 0 
Sin, and ſaving Men's Souls ?—Is there not à per- 
petual Neglect of thoſe Things in which the ak 508 
13 of Chriſt conſiſts; even the healing. reforming,” and 
= enlarging his Churches ?— Are not many made 
Preachers before they are Chriſtians, and therefore, 
by their own covetons and worldly Lives, loſe the 
moſt precious Advantages for doing good to Souls ? If 
ſuch Miniſters believe the Scriptures which they 
pfeeach, methinks their Axdyivg ans l en 
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for your Souls. I have conſidered, and often con- 
ſidered, why ſo many Thouſands ſhould periſh, 
When God hath done ſo much for their Salvation; 3 


and I find that which is mentioned in my Text, is 


the Cauſe; It is one of the Wonders of the World, 


that when God hath /o loved the Mond as ſo giue bis 


Son, and Chriſt hach made a Satisfaction by his 


Death ſufficient for all, and offereth the Benefits of 
it ſo freely to all, even without. Money, and without 


Price, that neverthelefs moſt. of the World: ſhould 
.periſh ; yea, moſt of thoſe that are thus called by his 
Word. Here is the Reaſon; when Chriſt hath 
done all this, Men, make light of it. God hath ſhew- 


ed that he | is not unwilling, and Chriſt hath ſhewed 
- that he is not unwilling, that Men ſhould be re- 
ſtored to divine Favour, and be ſaved; but Men are 


themſelves actually unwilling. Gad hath"no Phaſure 


in the Death of the Wicked, but that the Wicked turn 
. from his May and live. But- Men take ſuch Plea- 


ſure in Sin, chat they will dic before ey will turn. 
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EE Office God hath! called me ; onto bs; by 
declaring the Glory of his Grace, to help un- 
der Chriſt to the ſaving of Men's Souls. I hope, my 
dear Readers, you think I am now engaged on no 
other Errand. The Lord knows 1 had not ſet Pen 
to Paper, but in Hope to ſucceed: in this Work 
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bl: das ering it is the moſt conan Cat of Men' 


en hy. | Ch, 4. 


The Lord Jeſus was content to be their Phyſician, 
aud hath provided them a ſufficient Remedy, even 
ice Boar, but if Men make 1i ght of it, and 
will not apply it, what Wonder if the periſh after 


all? It is a moſt lamentable Thing to ſee how moſt 
Mien ſpend their Care, their Tims, piers Pains for 
known Vanities, while God and Glory are caſt aſide ! 
That he who is All, ſhould ſeem to them as No- 
thing; and that which is Nothing, ſhould: ſeem to 


*4 them as good as All! That God'{bould ſet Mankind 


in ſuch a Race, where Heaven or Hell is their cer- 
ain End, and that they ſhould ſit down, and loiter, 
or run an the childiſh Toys of this World; and 


ſo much forget thePrize.they ſhould run for! Were 
it but poſfibſe for one of us to ſee the whole of this 
ine as the All · ſeeing God does; to ſee at one 

_ View both Heaven and Hell, to which Men are fo 
near, and ſee what molt Men in the World: are 


. minding, and what they are doing every Day, it 
. wauld be the ſaddeſt Sight that could be imntined. 


O how ſhould we wonder at their Madneſs, and 


- Fong over their Self- Deluſion ! O poor diftratted 
orld] What is it that you run after? And what 


is it that you neglect ? If God had never told them 


* they were ſent into the World to do, or whi- 
ther they were going, or what was before them in 


another World, then they had been excuſcable;- but 
be hath told them over and over, till they are wea- 
ry of it. Had he left it doubtful, there had been 
ſome Excuſe; but it is his ſealed Word, and they 
3 to believe it, and would take it ill of us if 
? * ſhould > eel whether they do believe it or 

5 not. 9 5 — 


I . not any e Perſons of this Crime; 
De- 


Matter for our Enquiry, and that the Cure of it de- 
ſerves our greateſt Care. No it is the Caſe of moſt 
Sinnen to think themſelves freeſt from thoſe Sins to 
which they are moſt enſlaved,” And one Reaſon why 
We dgannot refor m them, is, becauſe we cannot con- 
vince them of their Guilt. It is the Nature of Sin 
ſo far to blind and ſtupify the Sinner, that he knows 
not what he does, but chinks he is free from it, when 
ut, reigns in him, or when he is committing it. It 
brings Men to be ſo much unacquainted with them 
ſelves, that they know not what they think, what 
they mean and intend, nor what they love or hate, 
much leſs what they are diſpoſed; or habituated to. 
They are alive to Sin, and dead to all tie Reaſon, 
Qonſideration, and Reſolution that ſhould recover 
| th 3 a8 if it were only by their Sinning that we | 
mult know they are alive. May I hope that you 
Who now read, ate but willing to know the Truth of 
your Caſe, and then 1 ſhall be encouraged to pro- 
Leed to an Enquiry. God will judge imparcially. 
And why ſhould not we do. ſo? Let me therefore by 
theſe: following Queſtions try whether you are not 
Slighters of Cbriſt and your own Salvation. And 
fallom me, I beſeech you, by putting them cloſe to 
pour own. Hearts, and faithfully, anſwering them. 
. Things that Men highly value, will be remem- 
bered, and will be the Matter of their freeſt and 
ſweeteſt Thoughts. Do not thoſe then make light 
of Ohriſt and Salvation, who think of them ſo ſel- 
dom and coldly, in Compariſon with other Things? 


Ay N f 1 . f 
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daily runs out after; and then judge whether it 
makes not ligbt of Chriſt. We cannot perſuade 
Men to one Hour's: ſober Conſideration * 

e „% ould 
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WW. Confudetativis 1% tunen thiſe Oh; 3. 
ſhould do for an Intereſt in Chriſt, or in Thankful - 

neſs for his Love, and yet ey win "er believe that 
| "IF make light of him. 1wWo TH 
2. Things that we highly n will be Matter of 
our Diſcourſe. The Judgment and Heart will com- 
mand the Tongue. F reely and delightfully will our 


Speech run after them. Do not thoſe then make 
light of Chriſt and Salvation, that ſhun the Mention 


of this, Name, unleſs it be in a vain or finful Man- 


ner? And thoſe that love not the Company where 
Chriſt and Salvation are much talked of, but think it 
troubleſome, and had rather hear ſome merry Jeſts, 
or idle Tales or talk of their worldly Affairs ? If 
from Morning to Night they ſcarce [peak a ſerious 
Word of Chilt, judge whether they do not make 
light of him. 00 how earneſtly do they talk of the 
World, and ſpeak Vans: ; but now ru ng. # * 
. and Salvation! 20 
3. The Things we highly valacy we Are te 1 
cure to ourſelves, and therefore do any Thing requi- 
ſſite to put them out of all Doubt and * Do not 
thoſe then make light of Chriſt and Salvation, 'who | 
| have lived fwenty or Lade Vears in Uncertainty 
about their Intereſt in them, and nevet ſeek to have 
- their Doubts reſolved? Are you certain you ſhall be 
ſaved? O that you were! If you had not made 
light of Salvation, you could not have reſted till. you 
bad made it ſure, or done your beſt to make it ſo. 
4s there none to enquite of, to help you in ſuch a 
Work? Vou have Miniſters appointedito that Of- 
ße; have you gone to them, and told them the 
5 r of your Caſe, and intreated their Help 
| in judging of your Condition ? Alas, Miniſters may 
ſit in their Studies from Year to Year, before ten 


Perſons in a ee will dome do them an 


be 1 an 


Ch. 3. Ws make- light of M. 25 
hn ts: And do not the Generality therefore 
make lig ht of Chriſt? * 
| 4. Ihe Thin ende * 10 us; 100 our 
Ain will be — according 22 Eſteem for 
them. If Men did not make light of ſpiritual and 
eternal Things, how would their Hearts work, 
when they hear or read of them ? What ftrong Af. 
fections, what Melting of Heatt, what: Sorrow for 
Sin, what Aftoniſhmeat i in the View of their Mi- 

ſery, what Joy at the Tidings of Salvation by Chritf, 
what Reſolution on the Ditcover of their Du- 
ty, would they be conſcious to? What! Diſciples 
ſhould we have, if it were not for this- Sin ? — 8 yea 
as now we are more likely to weary them, fill th = 
with Dilguſt, or iull them aſleep * Thing 
this unſpeakable Importance. By their Carle 
one would imagine _ were not” the < Perſons 
| (pokes . 1 | 

5. Our Bfikwwition 66. T wilt appear in our 
diligedt Endeavours, - What Things moſt value, we Sol : 
think no Pains too great to obtain. D pot 
then make light of Chriſt and Salvation, who think 
any Thing too much which they do for Chrift, who | 
murmur at his Service, and dak l it grievous, x 
ſay, „This is more than needs?” For the World, 
they will labour all the Day, and all their Lives 3 
but for Chriſt and Salvation, they are afraid of do- 
ing too much. Let us preach to them ever ſoon Ents 
we cannot bring them to ieliſh and reſolve u pon 
Life of Holineſs. In their Houſes, Ri l not 
bear them read a Chapter, or pray with their Fami- 
lies once a Day; nor will they allow God one Day 
in Seuen, as he requires; but Pleaſure, or worldly 
e 8 or Kleneſs muſt have 4 Part, Man“ of 


120. B them 


Who will not be as mad as themſelves. And is not 
Chriſt worth ſeeking? Is not everlaſting Salvation 
worth more than all our Diligence in Duty? Let 


common Senſe judge, if that Soul makes not light 


Se th Chriſt and Salyation who. praters. his _ before 
_ 


8 Teach we moſt bighly Far we think 
we cannot buy. 100 dear. Chriſt and Salvation are 
freely given, and yet moſt Men go without them, 


becauſe they cannot enjoy them and the preſent 


World together. They are only called bs part 
with that which would hinder them from Chriſt, 


and they will not do it. They are called r_ to 
als 
and to. forſake the Pleaſures Profits of this 


give God his own; and to — all to his 


World, when they muſt either part with Chriſt or 
them; and they will not. They think this too 


dear a Bargain, and plead. We. cannot ſpare 


e theſe Things. We muſt look to our Eſtates. 
< We muſt keep up our Credit with Men; how 
«© elſe ſhall we live? We muſt have our Pleaſure, 


„ whatever becomes of Chriſt and Salvation.“ As 
if they were afraid of being Loſers by Chriſt, or 
thought @ Man would be . i he ſhould gain 


lie whole World, and loſe his own Soul. Chriſt has 2 
lemnly declared, that whoſorver farſaketh not all that 


. ue Jath, cannot be his Diſciple: Far are thoſe Men 


from forſaking all for Chriſt, and yet they would 
are it thought that they are his Diſciples indeed. 
7. That which Men highly | eſteem, they are 


„ def irous to help their Friends to, as well as themielves. 


And do not theſe Men make light of - Chriſt and 
; Salvation, who can take ſo h Care to leave 
r | | G | their 


| Y Ch, 'Y 
bin are even 1 kutdened, as to reproach all 


1 
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their Children Portions om Earth, but do fo little to 


7 help them to Heaven? Who pfovide outward Ne- 


ceſſaries for their Families, but do Nothing for ſa- 
ving their Souls? Their neglected Children and 


Friends will teſtify, that Chriſt was made light of, 
or the Souls of Children and Friends would have 


been tenderly and faithfully regarded. 4 


8. That which Men highly eſteem, they will 
manifeſt by their Le . if it be attain- 
able. You may ſee how many make light of Chriſt, 


by the little Knowledge they have of him, and their 
little Communion with him, and their having no 
_ Graces communicated from him. Alas, how ma- 


ny Miniſters can ſpeak it with Sorrow of Heart, that 
many of their People know almoſt Nothing of 
Chriſt, tho' they hear of him r They know 


not what they muſt do to be ſaved ! And if we ask 


them an Account of theſe Things, they anſwer as 
if they underſtood not what we ſay, and tell us they | 
are no Scholars, and therefore think their Igno- 
rance will excuſe them. If ſuch Perſons had not 
made light of Chriſt and Salvation, but had beſtow- 
ed half as much Pains to know and enjoy the Lord, 
as they have done to underſtand their Trades and 


Affairs in the World, they would not have been fo 
ignorant as they are. When Men in a few Years 


have learned a difficult Trade; but, perhaps in 
twenty or thirty, have not learned any eaſy Cate- 
chiſm, or the Meaning of their Creed, nor will 
bear to be examined about ſuch Things; does not 


this ſhew that they have ſlighted them in their 
Hearts? How will theſe Deſpiſers of Chriſt be able 


in the great Day to look him in the Face, and give 
After 


an Account of e 5 


. 
A 


r 
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Alter FOE ſuggeſted. theſe Things for your 
8 do not ſome of your Conſciences by 
this Time ſmite you, and ſay 5 Iam the Man 
who have mee light of -my Palin * If Con- 
ſecience does not ſay fo, it is — you ſtill make 
light of it, r e that bas been ſaid to 


You. , ; : ; f ; 41 N 2 


E H A P. 1. 
csu to. reform 46. . make 


light of Chriſt. 


F A IN would I have this 4 IO * 
t 


cured, if it be the Will of the Lord; and ; 


erefore I am very unwilling to leave you, Sinners, 
in ſuch a deſperate: Conditionz did I but Eno] how” 
to remedy it. I will now add ſome Conſiderations, 
which may move you to loo better abdut you; If 
you are Men of Reaſon and Underſtanding, I be- 


| Teech yeu weigh them, and make a faithful Uſe of 
them: "thy open your Hearts to the Work of Grace, 
and ſeriouſly ſurvey the diſmal Caſe you are 7 1 


you are really ſuch as make light of Chriſt. 


1. Conſider you make light of him who did not 


make light of you, tho' you deſerved to be ſo treated 
dy him, You were worthy of Nothing but Con- 
tempt. As Men, what are you but Worms to- 
God? As Sinners, , you are far more vile than 


Toads, Yet Chriſt was ſo far from making light of 


you, and of your Happineſs, that he humbled himſelf 


to put on mortal Fleſh, lived a Life of Suffering, and 


_ offered himſelf a Sacrifice to the Juſtice which you 


had provoked, that your miſerable Souls might have 


a Remedy. No lefs hath he ſhewed to us than 
Miracles of Love and Mercy, and yet ſhall we 


flight them? Angel, whom they leſs concern, de- 
or a MER 0 fire 
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8 Oifiderations 'to refurm thiſe Ch. 4. 
Are to look into them; and ſhall redeemed Sinners 
make light of them? What more than deviliſh In- 


gratitude is this? The Devils never had a Saviour 


offered to them, but you have; and do you yet make 


light of him ? 1 i 5 5 
2. Conſider, the Work of Man's Salvation by 


Jeſus Chriſt is the Maſter- Piece of all the Works of 
- God, in which he deſigns his Love and Mercy to be 


magnihed, as his Wiſdom and Power were in Crea- 


tion, For this-Reaſon the Name of Jeſus is Vonder- 
ful. Greater Love could none ſhew than this. How 


great was the Evil and Miſery from which be deli- 
 »« vered us; and the Good he procured for as? All are 


tom our new Birth to our Entrance into our Maſ- 


ters Joy, All are Wonders of matchleſs Mercy. 


Xs And du you make light of them: 


3. Conſider, the I hings you make light of are the 
moſt excellent and of the higheſt Importance. You 
{flight you know not what. Had you well known, 
you, could not have done it. F thow had/? known. 
the Gift of God, and who it is that ſpeaks to thee, thou 
wouldft have asked of him, and he would have given 
thee living Water; as our Lord argued with the Wo- 


man of Samaria. Had the Princes of this World 
= #nown it, they would not have crucified the Lord of 


Glory. So had you known what Chriſt is, you 


would not have made light of him. Had you but 
| ſeen what they poſſeſs in Heaven, and alſo what 


Miſeries they endure who are ſhut out, you would 
never afterwards have made ſo light of Chriſt. O 


Sire] the Goſpel treats not of Things trifling, or to 


be jeſted with. I profeſs to you, when I have the 


moſt ſerious Thoughts of thoſe Things, I am ready 


to wonder the Souls of Men are not overwhelmed 
)))) with 


Ch. 4. we male light of Chrift., . ot _ 
with them; that the Greatneſs of the Subject does 
not even drive Men befides themſelves ; and eſpeci- 
ally, that Men ſhould be fo ſtupid, as to make light 
of them. O Lord, that Men did but know what 
everlaſting Glory, and everlaſting Torments are! 
Would they then hear, and read, and think of theſe 
Things: as they do? Could they forbear crying out 


in the Congregation, or reſt till they have gone to 


their Minifter, and learned what they ſhould do to 


be ſaved, that this great Buſineſs might be put out 


of Doubt? Amazing, that an everlaſting Heaven and 
Hell ſhould work no more on Men]! How. can you 

forbear thinking, when you are alone, what it is to 
be everlaſtingly in Joy or Torment? Why do not 


ſuch Thoughts break your Sleep, and interrupt you 


in the Midſt of your Labours? How can you have 
any Peace in your Minds? How ean you eat, or 


drink, or fleep, till you have got ſome Ground of 
everlaſting Conſolations? Is that a Man, or a Corps, 
that is not affected with theſe momentous Things? 


That can ſleep, rather than tremble, when he hears _ 

how he muſt ſtand at the Bar of God? That can 

follow his worldly Buſineſs, and make Nothing of 
the Buſineſs of Salvation or Damnation, even tho? 


he knows it is near at Hand?—TrulyT wonder at the 


very beſt of God's Saints upon Earth, that they are 


no better, and do no more in ſo weigtity an Affair. 


I wonder at thoſe, whom the World accounts more 


holy than needs, and deſpiſes for making too much 


ado ; that they do fo little for Chriſt and their 
Souls; that they pour not eut their Souls in every . 
Supplication; that they are not more taken up 
with God; and that their Thoughts are not more 


uw - 


_ ſerious in Preparation for their laſt Account, 1 


their Lives, and more laborious and unwearied in 


B4 e their 


32 Cudkrations th reform thiſs Ch. 4. 
thelr ſtriving for the Crown. As for myſelf, I am 
aſhamed of my dull and careleſs Heart, of my flow 
and unprofitable Courſe of Life, and of every Ser- 
mon [I preach, to think what I have been ſpeaking. 
of, and who ſent me, and how much the Salvation 
or Damnation of Men is concerned in it Iam 
ready to tremble, left God ſhould judge me as a 
lighter of his Word, and of the Souls of Men, and 
jeſt in the beſt Sermon I ſhould be guilty of their 
Blood. Methinks we ſhould net ſpeak a Word to 
Men, in Matters of ſuch Conſequence, without 
I ears, or without the greateſt poſfle Earneſtneſs; 
and we do not ſo, becauſe we are too much guilty 
col the Sin which we reprove. 
44. Conſider who it is that ſends this weighty Meſ- 
ſage to you., Is it not God himſelf ? Shall the God 
of Heaven ſpeak, and Men make light of it? You 
wu not flight the Voice of an Angel or a Prince. 
5. Conſider whoſe Salvation you make light ef. 
15 it not your own? Are ,you'no more near or dear 
to yourſelves, than to make light of your own Hap- 
pineſs or Mifery ? Are you in no Care whether you 
ſhall be ſaved or damned ? Is Self Love loſt? Are 
you turned your own Enemies ? As. he that flights 
his Food, flights his Life; ſo if you light Chriſt, 
whatſoever you may wa en will find it was your 
con Salvation that you flighted, It is Chriſt bo 
ſays, 28 they that hate me, 1 ** Death... 
= onſider how it aggravates your Sinin making. 
light of the Goſpel, that you profeſs to believe it. It 
is no onder a e Infidel ſhould make light 
| of i it, W 0, neith believes that Chriſt ever N 
Tofe zgain, or hat there is a Heaven or 1 
pause inexcufabſe, who make it your Need and 
Kei gn, call a youths e my been . 
| | ti 
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tiſed into this Faith, and ſeem. to ſtand to it. 
What! believe that you ſhall live in endleſs. Joy or 
Torment, and yet make ſo light of eſcaping. Tor- | 
ment, and obtaining Joy! What! believe that 
God will ſhortly judge you, and yet treat Prepara- 
tion for it with Indifference! Either ay plainly, 

«I am no Chriſtian. I do not believe theſe 
„ wonderful Things. I will believe Nothing but 

&« what I ſee,” Or elſe let your Hearts be affected 

with your Belief, and live as you ſay you believe, 

when you repeat the Creed, and mention Coriits 

Coming to Judgment, and the Life everlaſting. 18 

7. Conſider what thoſe Things are which your 
prefer before Chriſt and Salvation. Have you found 

a better Friend, or a greater and ſurer Happineſs ? 

Good God! What Dung is all that Men make fo 

much of, while they ſet light by eternal Bleſſedneſs?? 
What Joys are they daily taken up with, while 
Matters of Life and Death are neglected? Had you 
every one a Kingdom in your Hopes, what were it, 
compared with an everlaſting Kingdom? What is 
all the Glory and Dignity of this World, all its 
Lands and Lordſhips, its Crowns and Kingdoms, 
but like ſome poor Creature, that borrows fine 
Cloths, and mimicks the Part of a King on a Stage, 
and aſter a few Minutes comes down, and is ſtripft 
of all his Finery? Were it not for God's Intereſt 
in the Authority of Magiſtrates, and the Service 
| they might do him, all their Glory is but a Vapour.” + 
ath levels all. What Difference is there at Judp= 
ment, between your haying been a rich Man-or a 
poor Man a Dives or a Lazarus? O that Men 
Knew what a fleeting Shadow they catch at, while 
they neglect the everlaſting Subſtance? The nibit 
powerful, rich, and proſperous Sinners only lay in 
Fuel for their Sorrows, while they are fancying it 
F 3 „„ 


# Vos. 
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will be a Treaſute of Enjoyments. Alas, they are 
dreaming of Happineſs, and when they awake, what 
a Change will they find! Their Crown is made of 
Thorns. Their Joy has ſuch a Sting, as will pierce 
their Heart thro' all Eternity, except en Re- 
pentance prevent. O how ſadly will theſe retches 
| be convinced e'er long, what a fooliſh Bargain ey 

made, in felling Chriſt and Salvation for theſe Tri-_ 
| fles! Let your Farms and Merchandize then fave 

you, if they can; and do that for you which Chriſt 
would have done. Cry then to your Baal to fave 


i Singer that to ſet light by Chriſt and 1 
tion is a certain Sign you have no Part in them. If 


you continue to do fo, Chriſt will ſet as light by you. 


em that honour him, he will bonour ; and they that 
deſpiſe him, ſhall be lightly :/teemed. You will feel one 
Day, that you capnot live without him. You will 
then confeſs your Need of him. And then you may 
look for a Saviour where you will, for he will 
be no Saviour to you, who refuſed to value him, and 
ſubmit to him, while he was offered to you. Then 
who will be the Loſer by your Contempt? O what 
will it be for a poor miſerable Soul to cry to Chriſt 
for Help in the Day of Extremity, and to hear him 
ſay, Thou didſt ſet light by me in the Day of thy 
_ «6-Profperity, and I will now ſet as light by thee in 
« thy Adverſity. Becauſe ¶ have called, and you e. 
„ fuſed; I have firetched out my Hand, and no Man 
c« regarded; but you ma at Nought all my f ge 
e and would none 0 1 eproef; ? alſo will laugh at 
. < yur Calamity, I will mock when your Fear cometh, 
e qwhen your Fear cometh as Deſolation, and your De. 
&« ftruftion cometh as a Whirlwind ; when Diſtreſs 
« and Anguifh came upon jou. Then hall you call up- 


. Ch. 4. dos male ligbt of Cbriſt. 38 


n me, hut I will not anſwer ; you ſhall ſeek me curly, 
e but.you ſhall not find me. For you hated Knowledge; 
« and did not chuſe the Fear of the Lord. You would 
« none of my Counſel, you deſpiſed all my Reproof. 
« Therefore ſhall you eat of the Fruit of your own Way, 
<<. and be filled with your own Devices. You that, as 
« Eſau, far one Morſel of Meat ſold your Birthright, 
& ſhall then find no Place for Repentance, tho you ferk 
it carefully with Tears.” Do you think that Chriſt 
ſhed his Blood to fave them who continue to make 
light of it, and that prefer their Luſts before his Sal- 
vation? Tho' you ſet ſo light by Chriſt and Salva- 
tion, God does not do ſo. He values the Blood of 
his Son, and everlaſting Glory, and will make you 
value them, if ever you have them. All the World 
cannot ſave him who ſets light by Chriſt. And can 
you find Fault for being denied what you yourſelves 
made light of, and for miſſing the Salvation which 
ann . MCP OM WNT 
9. Conſider, the Time is near when Chriſt and 
Salvation will no more be made light of, as they 
now are. When God hath ſhaken your careleſs 
Soul out of your Body, and you muſt anſwer for all 
your Sins in your own Name; O then, what would 
you give for a Saviour! When a Thouſand Bills 
ſhall be brought againſt you, and not one to relieve 
you, you will then reflect, Now would Chriſt. 
. have ſtood between me and the Wrath of God! 
„Had 1 not deſpiſed him, he would have anſwered 
„ every Demand!“ When you fee the World hath 
left you, your Companions in Sin have deceived both 
themſelves and you, and that all your merry Days 
are fled away; then, what would you give for the 
Chriſt and Salvation, which you now account not 
Worth your Labour? When you ſhall ſee the Judg- 


ment-Day, and yourſelves doomed to ever 
Herdition for your Wickedneſs, do you think you 
ſhall then make as light of Gbriſt, as you do-:now ? 
a — 2 not judge nœy, as you know you 

* Wil "Chriſt then be worth ten 
1 Wor ds, and is he not now worth your 
higheſt loin and your beſt Aﬀections | | 

10. Conſider, God will not only deny you the 

| Salvation you made light of, but he will take from 

you all that which you preferred before it. He that 

loves Chrift in Sinterity; ſoul erb hini have all Things, 
. ſo far as here they will be for his good; and have 
Chriſt hereafter, — OP Enjoyments ſhall have 
loſt all their Value. He that efteems any Thing 


e 
Earth imbittered to . and be left cothfortlefs for 


ever and ever. 

And what think you ed \Dogs 1 not appear 
by theſe Conſiderations to be a heinous Sin to make 
light of Chriſt and Salvation? Ought you not to be 


f 1 _ careful leſt this ſhould ptove your. own wretched 


Condition? God knows it is too common. Wo- 
ever is found guilty at laſt of this Sin, good were it 
Er that Man if be had never been born. He had bet- 


ter have been a Twrk or a Savage, that never heard 


the Name of a Saviour, nor ever had the Offer of 
Salvation. Chriſt; whom you make light of, muſt 
be your Judge, and for this Sin will he jutipe you. 
And as Chriſt himſelf asks, h9wp can you eſcape the 
 Dammnation'of Hell? Or, as the Apoſtle asks; how' 
full you eſcape if you neglect ſo great Salvation? Can 
you eſcape. without a Chriſt; or will a deſpiſed. 


Chrift then fave you If he be curſed\ that fet= 
teth light by bis Father, or bit Mother; what 


then s he 8 Jeticah lian by Chriſt? It is a- 


mong 


| 


; * 
* 


cb. bot hr of Chih 37 
mong the aggravated Sins of Jeruſalem, that in her 
were thoſe who:fet light by Father and Mother, but 
how much more aggravated to fet light by the Father 
of Spirits ? In the Name of God I beſeech you to 
_ conſider, how you will bear his final Diſpleaſure, 
whom you now make light of. You that cannot 
make light of a little Sickneſs, or Want, or. even,of 
a Tooth-Ach, but groan as if you were undone z. 
how can you make light of the Fury of. the Lord, 
which will burn againſt the Contemners of his 
Grace? Is it not abſolutely. neceſſary to think of 
_ theſe Things before it be for ever too late? 
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light of Chrift n no more. 


Tating endenuourvd to convince b you TY the 
| Evil and Danger of this Sin, I now come to 
know what you are reſolved. upon. What ſays 

Conſcience? Will you ſet as light by Chriſt and 

Salvation, as you have formerly been doing? Are 
you reſolved ſtill to perſiſt in the ſame ſinful Courſe? 
* not. O let not your Miniſters, who would 
fain ſave you, be brought as Witneſſes againſt you 


to condemn you, At leaſt, I beſeech you, put not 


this upon me. If the Lorf ſhall ſay to us at Judg- 
ment, Did you never tell theſe Men what Chriſt 
« hath done and ſuffered for their Souls, and their 
„ own need of him, and how nearly it concerned 
« them to regard their own Salvation, and not 


4 make light of it!?“ We muſt then ſay, Les, 


c Lord, we told them of it as plainly as we Wee" 5 
« We would have done it upon our Knees to them, 
« if we had thought thereby to have prevailed. We 


&, jntreated them as earneſtly as we could to conſider 


c“ theſe Things. They heard of theſe Things 

4 every Day; but alas, we could never faſten them 

& on their Hearts! They you us the Hearing, 
i but they made light of all that we could ſay to 
d them.” How wretched will your Condition be, 
"if you force us to ſuch an Anſwer as this! 


Pechap 


Chi. 5. 0 make light of Chrift ny more, 39 
Perhaps you may be ſecretly hoping that you are 
not in the Number of thoſe who make light of Chriſt, 
And for fear you ſhould deceive yourſelves with 
falſe Hopes, let me excite your Caution and Jealouſy ; 
by mentioning ſome of thoſe Things on which falſe 
opes are commonly founded. As for Inſtance; 
— You may have a notional and ſpeculative 
| Knowledge of Chriſt, and of the Neceſſity of his 
Blood, and of the Excellency of Salvation; and yet 
may periſh as Neglecters of Chriſt, This is too 


conmon amongſt profeſſing Chriſtians. ——— You 


may ſay all that other Men do of Chriſt. Even 
Balaam could utter ſome Evangelical Truths. A 


Devil could ſay, Jeſus I know, and Paul I know ; for 


the Devils alſo believe and tremble, —— You may 


weep at the Hiſtory of Chriſt's Sufferings, when you 


read how he was abuſed by the Jets and the Ro- 


mans; and yet you may make light of him, and pe- 

riſh for doing ſo.—You may have a Deſire after the 

Word and Ordinances of Chriſt. Herod heard the 
Word gladly ; and ſo do many, who muſt neverthleſs 


periſh as Neglecters of Salvation. — Vou may have a 


longing after Chriſt to eaſe your preſent Diſtreſs, and 
to fave you from the Wrath of God; and yet you 
may periſh for making light of Chriſt, —You may 


| 1 y 
do many Things in Obedience to Chriſt, ſo as to con- 
ſiſt with your worldly Schemes and Intereſts, and 


may eſcape much of the Pollutions of the World 


thro the Knowledge of Chriſt; and yet may neg- 
lect him.—You may part with much of the World 
for Chriſt, as Ananias and Sapphira did. Many 


will loſe ſome of their Profits and Pleaſures in Hope 
of Salvation, who ſhall periſh everlaſtingly, becauſe 
they had no more Value for Salvation. — You may 


unt of 


be eſleemed and admired by others on Account G 
„ T3 TO3s 3 FF ĩ ᷣ 7 


9 0 ; 
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our Zeal for Chriſt: and. yet periſh for making 
light of him;—You' may verily think of yourſelves, | 
| that you prefer Chriſt and Salvation before every 
Thing elſe, and yet you may be miſtaken, and may 
be judged Deſpifers of Chriſt. For Chriſt does not 
. juffify All them, who 1 themſelves.— Vou may 
—  eealoufly preach Chriſt and Salvation, ig reprove 
others for their Neglect, and lament this Sin in the 
greateſt Part of the World, as I am often doing; 
and yet if you or I have no better Evidence to prove 
our ſincere Eſteem for Chriſt and Salvation, we are 
JJJJJJJJJJ%%%h/SddVTVVV TY 
But that your Hopes in a Matter of ſuch infinite 
Importance may not deceive you, there are two 
Things which are abfolutely neceſſary to be fund 
in you. One Thing is this —Your Eſteem for 
Chriſt and Salvation muſt be greater than for all the 
1 Honours, Profits, or Pleaſures of this World; or 
elfe you ſlight him. No ſeſs than this will be at- 
| counted fincere, or be accepted to your Salvation. 
Think not this hard, when there is no Compariſon 
between the Things in Queſtion. To eſteem the 
_ greateſt Glory on Earth, before Chriſt and everlaſ- 
ting Glory, is a greater Folly in itſelf, and a greater 
Injury to Chriſt, than to eſteem a Dog before your 
Prince would be either foolifh, or unjuſt. If any 
Mam come to nie, ſays dur Lord, and hate not bis Fa- 
ther, und Mother, and Wife, and Children, and Bre- 
 thron, and Sifters, yea, and his own Life alſo, he cannet 
be my Diſtipli.— Vou muſt likewiſe manifeſt this Eſ- 
_ teem for Chriſt and Salvation in your daily Endea- 
_ vours, by your ſeeking after Chriſt, and parting with 
any Thing that he {ſhall require of you. God is a 
Spirit, and will not take an hypocritical Profeſſion 
inſtead of the Heart and ſpiritual Service which de 


Ch. 5 to wake light of Cbriſ no" mern 
ommands. - He will have the Heart, or Nothing; 

and even the chief Room in the Heart. ——If, after 

conſidering theſe two Things, you ſtill ſay, that 


do — — light of Chriſtz. or will do ſo no wn (5 
let me fatther try you in a fe Particulats, whether 
you really mean as yo⁰ ſays and do not diſſemble. 
1. Will you for the Time tb come make Chriſt 
and Salvation the chiet Mattet of your Care and 
Study? Thruſt them not out of your Thoughts, as 
= a needleſs or unprofitable Subject; nor allow them 
only ſome flight and tranſtent Thoughts which will 
not affect you. Will you make it your Buſineſs, 
at leaſt once a Day, when you are alone, to think 
ſeriouſſy what Chriſt has done for you; or what he 
will do, if you do not make light of it; what it is 
to be everlaſtingly happy or miſeratile;. What all 
Things in this World are in Compariſon of your 
ererlaſting Salvation, how ſoon they will leave you, 
and what you will then think of them? Will you 
reſolve to withdraw yout ſelves frequently from the 
World, and ſet yourſelves to ſuch Conſiderati- 
ons as theſe ? If you will not, are you not Slighters 
of Chriſt and Salvation, who wi Hot be rk 
to think on them ſeciouſſr 7 
228. Will you fot the Time to come ſet a "higher r 
Valve on the Word of God, which is the Diſcovery 
and Charter of your Salvation, and your Guide to. 
it? Vou cannot eſteem Chriſt, without eſteeming 
his Word. Whoſe deſpiſeth the Mord, ſhall be deftiray- 
ed, Will you therefore attend to the publick Prea- 
ching of the Word? Will you daily read it? Will 


47 


you reſolve to obey it whatever it may coſt you ? If 


_ will not do this, but will make light of the 
Word of God, you will be judged to have made 
light of Chriſt and Salvation, whatever you may 
fondly is yourſelves, 3, Will. 


12 Directions for thiſe who deſite Cf. 5. 
Will you for the Time to come ſet a higher 

45 Valle on Chriſt's Miniſters, whom he has appointed 
ta guide you to Salvation? And will you make Uſe 
ol them for that End? Alas! it is not enough to 
ſpeak well of your Miniſters, and duly contribute to 
their Maintenance. T na are to be as Phyſicians 


under Chriſt, to apply his Remedies to your ſpiritual 


Diſeaſes, both in publick and in private; that you 
may go to them, for their Inſtructions and Advices, 
their Exhortations and Prayers. Will you go to- 


them in private, and ſolicit their Help? And if you 
have not ſuch near you as are rightly diſpoſed to 


 - help you, will you go to ſuch as are, and ask them, 
bat you hall do to be ſaved, and how you ſhall pre- 


pare for. Death and Judgment ? Will you obey the 
Word of God in their Mourks i ? If you will not in- 
quire of thoſe that ſhould teach you, nor uſe the Means 


Chriſt has appointed for your Help, your own Con- 
ſciences ſnall one Day witneſs againſt you, that you 


made light of Chriſt and Salvation. If you doubt 
whether it be your Duty thus to ask Counſel of your 


Miniſters, as ſick Men do of their Phyſicians, let 
your own Neceſſities and the expreſs Declarations 
of the Word of God reſolve you. The Prigſis Lips 

 fhould keep Knowledge, and they ſhould ſeek the l at 


his Mouth ; yr be. ui the 2 fenger of the Lord of 


Jags. 


4. Will you als the Time to come make Gon 3 


ſcience of daily fervent Prayer to God, that you may 
have a Part in Chriſt and Salvation Do not go out 
of Doors in the Morning, nor lie down to Reft at 

ae till vou have firſt breathed out theſe Deſires 


o God. Say not, God knows my Neeeſſities 


| « without praying ſo often.” For tho” he does, yet 
= he will haye you ro know and feel them, and have 


your 


Ch. 5, to make light of Chrift no more. 43 
your Deſires and all the Graces of his Spirit exer- 
ciſed in Prayer. It is he that eommands you to pray 
without ceaſing. Chriſt himſelf ſpent whole Nights 
in Prayer, and encourages us always to pray, and not 
to ts font, And if you will not be perſuaded to this, 
bow can you fay that you 9 not make light of 
_ Chriſt and Salvation? 
5. Will you for the Time to come caſt away your 
known Sins at the Command of Chriſt ? Tf you have 
been proud or contentious, malicious and revengeful, 
be ſo no more. If you have been Adultereis, or 
Swearers, or Drunkards, be fo no more. You can- 
not eſteem Chriſt and Salvation, while any known 
Sin is cheriſhed. What fay you? Are you reſol- 
ved to part with every Sin? If not, when you 
know it is the Will of Chriſt, and he has told you 
that ſuch ſhall not enter into the Kingdom of Hlea- 
ven, are not you making light of him ? TE: 
6. Will you for the Time to come ſerve God in 
the moſt expenſive as well as the cheapeſt Part of his 
Service? Will you do it not only with your Tongues,” 
but with your Eſtates, and all your Abilities ? Shall 
the Poor find that you value Chriſt more than all the 
World? Pure Religion and undefiled before God and 
the Father, is a, to viſit the Fatherleſs and Widows © 
in their - Affliftion, and to keep yourſelves unſpotted 
from the World, Will you reſolve to cleave to 
Chriſt, and make Salvation ſure, tho' it coſt you 
all you have in the World? If you think theſe 


Terms are too dear, you make 9 9 of Chriſt, and WE 


will be judged accordingly. 


7. Will you for the Fink to come v value every 1 


Thing that tends to your Salvation, and uſe every 
Help that God ffers you? Attend upon the Word, 
. and d Prayer; 3 inet Children and der- 

| vants 


e 


„ Dirattinſ far thſewho defire Oh. 5. 
. in the Knowledge of Chriſt; fanCtify the 
d's- Day; get into good Company, who ſet 


eir Faces Heaven-ward and take Heed of the 
Company of the Vain, the Voluptuous, the Scotn- 


ful, or any that would hinder you in your ſacted 
Work? Will you do theſe Things; or by pope 


ting them ſhew, that you are Slighters of. Chriſt 5 
8. Will you do all theſe Particulars, not as your 


1 Toil, but as your Pleaſure and Delight? Will you 

account it your higheſt Honour, to be the Diſciples 
of Chriſt, to be admitted to ſerve and worſhip him, 

and to rejoice with holy Confidence in the Sufficien- 


cy of his Sacrifice, by which you may bave Pardon 


ol all Sin, and a Right to the Tiberitance of the Saints 


in Light? If you will do theſe Things ſincerely, you 


will ſhew your real Value for Chtiſt and Salvation. 


Dearly Beloved in the Lord, I have now done 


what] propoſed on this weighty Subj ject; and what 


Effect it will have upon any Heart [ $A not; nor 
is it in my Power to accompliſh what my Soul ear- 


neſtly deſires. Were itthe Lord's Will that I might 
have my Wiſh, the Words you have been teading 


ſhould fo impreſs you, as to awaken you out of 


your Security, and prevent your periſhing with thoſe, 
who make light of Chriſt and Salvation. O that 


F could make every Man's Conſcience a faithful 


Preacher to himſelf, that being ever preſent with 


you; it might prevail! O that the next Time you 
go prayerlefs to Bed, or into your Buſtneſs, Con- 


ſcience might cry out, © Have you no more value 
for Chriſt and, Salvation!“ O that the next Time 


you are tempted to think hardly of a holy Life, I will 


not ſay, to ſcoff at it as more than is needſul, Conſci- 
ence Hig at loudly ſay, Dare not to make light of 
_ + Chrit and Salvation | ” O chat the next Time you 


ale 
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are ready to'riſh upon'any known Sin, ard to gra. 
. tify corrupt Inclination againft the Command of ß 
God, Conſcience might. earneſtly ask you, “ Is 
«Chriſt and Salvation of no more Worth, than to | 
cat them away for every vile Luſt!“ O thatwhen + 
are following the World with your moſt eager 
Defires,, and forgetting an eternal World, and the 
awful Change Which is ſo near, Conſcience might 
remind you of the infinite Worth of Chriſt and Sal 
vation! And that when you are next ſpending the 
Lord's Day in Idleneß, or in vain Amuſements, 
Confciewes might faithfully tell you what you, are 
doing! In a Word, that in all your NegleQs of Pu- 
, and in all your cold and formal Prayers and 
religious Services, Conſcience. might tell you how 
unſuitable fuch Endeavours are to an eternal Re- 
ward, and that Chriſt and Salvation ſhould not be 
ſo lighted !. I will ſay no more but this, That it is 
moſt lamentable, when God has provided a Saviour 
for the World ; when Chriſt has ſuffered ſo much, 
for Sin, made ſuch a compleat Atonement to Di- 
vine Juftice, and purchaſed ſo glorious a Kingdom 
for his Saints; and when all' this is fo freely offered 
to Sinners, to loſt, undeſerving, and Hell deſerving 
Sinners; ſo many Millions fhould nevertheleſs pe- 
nh everlaſtingly, becauſe they make light of their 
Saviour and Salvation, and prefer this vain World 
and. their own abominable Luſts! I have delivered 
| my. Meſſage; may the Lord open many a Heart to 
| receive it | I have endeavour'd to perſuade with the 
Wards of Truth and S:herneſs ; may the Lord per- 
ſuade more effeclually, or all I have ſaid is in vain, 
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